   Agreement
between 
the Government of Romania
and 
the Government of the Italian Republic 
on Cooperation in the Field of Communications and Information Society

The Government of Romania and the Government of the Italian Republic, hereinafter referred to as the Parties;

CONSIDERING the positive development of the relationship between Romania and Italy, strengthened by high level visits, which confirms the mutual interest in the promotion of stronger ties in the communications and Information Society sector;
CONSIDERING that both Parties, important actors in setting policies to promote the provision of technology and services in the Communications and Information Society sector, as well as the development of the electronic communications market, intend to strengthen their partnership in this sector;

RECOGNIZING the potential for intensive trade between the two Parties in the communications and Information Society sector,

HAVING mutual interest in growth of trade, investments, joint ventures, joint initiatives and markets of the communications and Information Society sector;

And

HAVING IN MIND the implementation of a cooperation program in the field of Communications and Information Society, program aimed at fostering business partnerships between the two Parties and common projects in the economic, commercial and industrial fields; 
HAVE AGREED upon the following Agreement:

Article 1 

Objectives of Cooperation

The objective of this Agreement is to establish cooperative relations between the two Parties – in accordance to each Country’s legislation and international obligations, and of those descending from their membership to the European Union –, in order to pool the efforts, including technical, financial and human resources, with the objective of developing:

- trade, investments, technological, business and industrial cooperation between Institutions and companies of the two Countries; 
- innovation activities, assistance, consultancy and technical training services directed towards the formation of human resources specialized in the field of Communications and Information Society and postal services.
Article 2

Areas of Cooperation

(1) The main areas of cooperation between the two Parties are, without being limited to, as follows:

a) The promotion of TV and on-line audio-visual contents produced in both countries, through the providers of electronic communication services;
b) Cooperation in the field of postal and financial services provided through Romanian National Post Company SA and Poste Italiane spa, and exchange of experiences and know-how on related technologies and infrastructures;
c) Cooperation in activities related to digital broadcasting, multimedia broadcasting applications and services, planning and realisation of TV networks and services in digital technology, broadband and NGN, Internet Protocols, Internet applications and services, mobile telephony, satellite communications and services;
d) Informatization and information society standard policies;
e) Information security policies and protection of information and communications facilities;
f) Promotion of investments in the field of Communication and Information Society in the two Countries;
g) Information protection and electronic signatures;
h) Establishment and operation of integrated national data centers and information resource management;
i) Exchange of IT experts from the public and private sectors, and consultation on national development of Communications and Information Society;
j) Joint research and development projects for communications and Information Society development;
k) Identification and common participation to projects based on EU financing from transnational, interregional and Competitiveness & Innovation Framework Program (CIP) as well as the activities developed in the framework of the Digital Agenda and the Information Society 2010-2015 programme; 

l) Joint hosting of communications and Information Society related exhibitions, seminars and symposiums;
m)Information and telecommunications policy and regulation, exchange of experiences between regulatory authorities in the field of communications, spectrum management;
n) Mutual support in international and European organizations when national interests of each of the two countries coincide;
o) Other areas of information technology and communications as mutually agreed upon by the Parties.
Article 3

Implementation of the Agreement 
(1) The Agreement shall be implemented through a Joint Committee composed by representatives of both Parties, whose structure will be established at a later date. This Committee shall be set up within a period of 1 (one) month from the entry into force of this Agreement. 
(2) The Committee would be responsible for defining methodologies, mechanisms and procedures for the development of the activities provided in the Agreement and what is needed for their implementation, including financial requirements. The Committee will make efforts to meet at least once a year alternately in Romania and Italy, as mutually agreed upon by the Parties.
(3) The specific common interest activities shall be carried out within the framework of the Agreement and shall be settled through more specific agreements. These agreements shall specify issues related to expenses and investments, confidentiality, intellectual property, as well as other details which will allow a clear understanding of the origin and usage of the resources and the benefits of both Parties.
(4) During the activities of the competent bodies, the English language shall prevail as the official language.
Article 4 

Funding and Resources

(1) The conduct of cooperative activities as according to this Agreement shall be subject to availability of funds and to other resources of each of the Parties.
(2) The costs of cooperative activities shall be shared in a manner to be mutually agreed upon by the Parties.
Article 5 

Intellectual Property Rights

The intellectual property rights arising out of project based on the present Agreement, shall be distinctly agreed, through additional documents, signed on the date of the initiation of each mutual project.

Article 6

Confidentiality of Information
Neither Party shall disclose or distribute any confidential information that is supplied from the other Party in the course of conduct of the cooperative activities under the present  Agreement to any third party, except as and to the extent authorized in writing by the other Party or when required by legal provisions.

Article 7

Amendments

This Agreement can be modified at any time through an exchange of notes. The agreed modifications shall enter into force with the same procedures applied for the entry into force of the Agreement.  

Article 8

 Dispute Settlement
The Parties bind themselves to solve amicably any disputes in relation to the Agreement interpretation and implementation through a mutual consultation.
Article 9

Validity

(1) This Agreement will enter into force on the date of the receipt of the second of the two notifications by which the Parties have formally notified the fulfilment of their internal ratification procedures. 

(2) This Agreement shall remain in effect for a period of four (4) years and shall be automatically renewed for successive periods of equal duration. Either Party may terminate this Agreement by written notification. In this case, the termination of this Agreement shall take effect 90 days after the prior notice given in writing to the other Party.  

(3) The termination of this Agreement will not affect cooperative activities under way Article 2 and 3 which are already in progress. 

Signed in Bucharest, on 10 June 2010, in two originals, each in the Romanian, Italian, and English languages, all texts being equally valid. In case of divergence in interpretation, the English text will prevail. 

	For the Government of Romania

 Gabriel SANDU

 Minister of Communications and Information Society
 
	For the Government of the Italian Republic 

Paolo ROMANI

Vice-Minister of Economic Development 
 


